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Ayish, M. (2001). American-style journalism and Arab world television: An
exploratory study of news selection at six Arab world satellite television
channels. Transnational Broadcasting Studies, 6 (available in <http://www.
tbsjournal.com/Archives/Spring01/Ayish.html>).
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Refugee camp narratives: Testimonies and adventures in
Israeli journalists’ travelogues

Ayelet Kohn

Abstract

This article focuses on two narrative formats used by Israeli journalists
to report on their visits to Palestinian refugee camps. One format is the
touring account of the journalist as a middleman, shifting between spaces
and cultures. Recognizing the advantage of this status, such journalists
tend to emphasize a professional framework as a liminal situation in
which they perform as outside observers while constantly pointing out
the common ground between their readers and themselves. The other
format is comprised of testimonies recounted by the inhabitants of the
refugee camps, which are declared as the core of both reportages. The
complexity of the journalist’s identity is expressed by the deliberate
blurring of genre boundaries: are we looking at a piece of political
journalism, a literary creation, or an adventure story? The multiplicity
of genres and language registers expose the writer’s inability to decide
between professional and personal identities, and serve to weaken
the impression made by the Palestinian testimonies. Various methods
of othering are expressed by the travelogue’s narrative structure and
language. The two narrative formats have thus reversed roles: the
Palestinian testimonies serve as the folkloristic voice of “natives” while
the touring journalist appears as the hero of an exotic adventure.

Dr. Ayelet Kohn, Ph.D., is a senior lecturer in the David Yellin College of Education
and the Hadassah Academic College (ayelet_k@hotmail.com).
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No room of their own: Filipina migrant workers'
involvement in a hybrid magazine

Amit Kama

Abstract

This study delves into the motivations, symbolic rewards, and lived
experiences of Filipina migrant workers involved in the creation of
a magazine catering to the Filipino migrant workers' community in
Israel. Manila-Tel Aviv is a unique product because it is owned, run,
and edited by Israelis, yet addresses the Filipino audience. Basically
a diasporic journal, it encompasses inherent schisms and conflicts on
various levels both within the newsroom and the text in itself. Although
practices of resistance are the prevailing framework in research about
diasporic media, the paper offers another perspective on the construction
of a subjugated minority's sphericule. Power (or lack thereof) is not
necessarily a basic motivational force. Involvement in cultural production
is not perceived as a journalistic endeavor by the Filipina; instead it is
a rare and crucial opportunity to be heard, to have a voice, to win
over coerced circumstances of alienation, solitude, and hard work. In
this context they are not "just the caregiver," but accomplished writers,
winners of competitions, and recipients of respect. Empowerment is
derived from pleasure; it is grounded in recreational gratifications and
a sense of mission that have no political (that is, an endeavor to change
social reality) dimensions.

Dr. Amit Kama, Ph.D., is a lecturer in the Department of Communication, Emek

Yizrael Academic College (amit8860 @yahoo.com).
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Between myths and science: The AIDS narrative in the
Israeli press (1981-2007) as a cultural construction of a
disease

Anat Klin

Abstract

Press accounts of health and illness can tell about a society's cultural
values and beliefs as well as about its perceptions of risk and morality.
This article examines the identity representations of people with AIDS
and the perception of risk to public health from them as portrayed in
the Israeli quality and popular press from 1981-2007. Nourished by
myths until the mid 1990's, the popular press exhibited a model of
naive journalism emphasizing the risk people with AIDS present to
the healthy public, highlighting their faults, and empowering public
fear, thus contributing to a social solidarity and demands that they
be exposed and excluded from society. This attests to a hierarchical
approach according to cultural theory, supporting the status quo, seeing
threat in all deviance from accepted norms. Since then and through
2007, AIDS is depicted in reduced volume as a chronic disease with no
moral tone. By contrast, since 1987 the quality press — as a model of
skeptical journalism — avoided and shattered myths and used scientific
data and played down the risks to society from people with AIDS. This
press criticized the establishment for compelling some groups to take
HIV tests, thus displaying an egalitarian approach and contributing to
pluralism.

Dr. Anat Klin, Ph.D., is a lecturer at the Western Galilee Academic College and the
School of Public Health, the University of Haifa (klinanat@research.haifa.ac.il).





